
 

         

 

        

 
 

DIRECTOR’S CORNER 
 

 We fondly remember two longtime Radio Talking Book 
Service employees who died in 2011.  
 Radio Talking Book Network Station Manager Dick Zlab 
died on September 29, 2011 at the age of 83.  Dick started at 
Radio Talking Book in 1975 as an announcer. He eventually 
worked his way up to station manager and held that position 
when he retired in 2009. He gave 35 years of tremendous 
service to our organization. He was a great friend and 
colleague to RTB staff and volunteers and was beloved by 
thousands and thousands of listeners through the years.  

 One of Dick’s favorite projects was 
the weekly “On the Road Again” 
program. Dick and a sighted 
companion (Jan Moritz in later years) 
described places and events all over 
the Omaha area. In 2002, the program 
won a national reading service award in 
the “Best On Location” category for a 
five-part show on the sights and 
sounds of Fontenelle Forest. 

 Dick also spearheaded the Audio Description program 
which included “Mystery Bus Trips” and performances at such 
venues as the Omaha Community Playhouse and the Grande 
Olde Players. He did a lot of the planning and coordination on 
his own time outside of the normal workday. 
 The studio where he spent so much of his time was 
named the Dick Zlab Broadcast Center when he retired. 
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RTBS Office Assistant Louise Shemek died 
on June 18, 2011 at the age of 91. Louise 
served as a volunteer office assistant from 
1992 to 2001. Usually the first one in the 
office, Louise prepared coffee and made 
sure we had the morning newspapers ready 
for our readers. Her main activity was as our 
receptionist, greeting volunteers, listeners, 
and the public. Our volunteers adored 
Louise, and many didn’t feel they were 

ready to start their shift without a quick visit with her. Louise 
also helped maintain our extensive magazine area and pitched 
in wherever she could.  
                                            ----- 
 We’re privileged this Spring semester to be working with 
Dr. Ruth Brown’s Advertising and PR class at the University of 
Nebraska at Lincoln with the objective of raising Radio Talking 
Book’s visibility. The class of 27 students have been divided 
into three teams and, as of this writing, are eagerly doing 
research and working on tactics.  
                                              ----- 
If you participate in the United Way drive this fall, please 
consider asking for a designation form to make a donation to 
Radio Talking Book.   Your contributions keep us on the air.   
                                              ----- 
Thanks to everyone who has already included Radio Talking 
Book Service in their estate plan and for those who are 
seriously considering doing so.  Your commitment will insure 
the ongoing financial health of Radio Talking Book for years to 
come. 
                                                              John Fullerton 
                                                              Executive Director 
 
 

Louise Shemek 
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 
 The friendly and familiar voices of Ed Becker and Steve 
Hahn have informed and entertained Radio Talking Book 
Network listeners on Tuesday nights for over 14 years. Becker 
and Hahn are our regular Tuesday evening Omaha World-
Herald and Lincoln Journal Star readers. 
 Becker, born and raised in Lincoln, became interested in 
art and advertising at an early age. He attended the University 
of Nebraska and continued his art education in New York City 
where he first began his working career. On a visit to 
Nebraska, he was offered an advertising position with the 
Brandeis Department Store. For over 40 years, Becker drew 
items ranging from women’s dresses to pots and pans for the 
Brandeis print advertisements.  
 Ed now lives in the Immanuel Village Living Center where 
he participates with other residents in plays, musicals and the 
chorus and bell choir. 

Hahn was born in Springfield, MO 
and moved to Omaha in the mid 
1960s. He graduated from Benson 
High School and majored in 
Physics at Grinnell College. Hahn 
works in Timekeeping at the Union 
Pacific Headquarters Building 
where he has been employed for 

42 years.  
 Hahn loves to read the newspapers and a good book. He 
also loves to work crossword puzzles, word find and Sudoku. 
Steve’s only child is a daughter who lives and goes to school  
in Tulsa, OK. She is getting married this coming October and 
Steve says he is looking forward to walking her down the aisle.  
 Steve and Ed say they have good chemistry together as 
readers. Our listeners most definitely agree. 

Steve Hahn & Ed Becker 
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                                                            Sybil Mahan 
                                                            Volunteer Coordinator 
 
DONATIONS: JUNE 2011 – March 2012 
Corporate/Foundation:  Back2Health Inc., Oliver & Ferrol 
Barklage Foundation, Darland Properties LLC, Hawks 
Foundation, Leroy Hilt Family LP. The Milton S. & Corinne N. 
Livingston Foundation, Adah & Leon Millard Foundation, 
Omaha Community Foundation, Omaha World-Herald, Outlook 
Nebraska Inc.,  William R. Patrick Foundation, Edward & Lida  
Robinson Charitable Trust, Manota Simon Foundation, Weitz 
Foundation 
Community Groups:  Aurora Lions Club, Dalton Lions Club, 
Fairmont Lions Club, Millard Lioness Club, Papillion Area Lions 
Foundation, Presbyterian Women of First Presbyterian Church, 
Ralston Lions Club, Wilcox Lions, Club, Woodcliff Lions Club 
Matching Gifts:  Aon Foundation, Microsoft Matching Gifts 
Program 
Underwriting:  Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Nebraska, Omaha 
Association of the Blind 
United Way:  Judy Anghelescu, Joni Bollinger, Crystal Brislen, 
Andrew Cook, Renelle Kant, Kristi McKamy, Sharon Redding, 
Maureen Strain, Anonymous 
Individual Donors:  Jim Acuff, Virginia Adams, Shirley Allen, 
Margaret Andersen, Gertrude Anderson, Jon Anderson, Nancy 
Amsler, Gloria Armstrong, Dr. Donald Asbjörnson, Ruth 
Aufenkamp, Lucille Auxier, Janet Baeder, Dr. Ken Barjenbruch, 
Laura Beth Barr, Marvin & Sharon Basin, Mike & Linda 
Bechtel, Regina Begly, Barbara Berger, Joanne & Robert 
Berkshire, Mildred Bernstein, Al Bertacini, Tim & Kathy 
Bessmer, Mary Bezy, Rita Binder, Morey Birenbaum, Tom & 
Pat Blasing, Rita Bock, Patty Bogatz, Joni Bollinger, Fern 
Borge, Joanne Boyer, Frank & Jovita Bramhall, Robert Brandt, 
Mary Lou & Mark Brasee, Patrick Brennan, Susan Bronczyk, 
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John & Rosemary Brownrigg, Sara,Katie & Trevor Bruce, Mark 
& Jacqueline Bulger, Lee Butkiewicz, Connie Butterworth, 
(Continued on Page 7) 

 
Network Programming Chart 

Monday – Friday 
 

12:00 AM Nostalgia Radio             2:30 PM 
                 Overnight MONDAY -  Mystery Theater 
7:00 AM   Morning Edition TUESDAY – Trips & Travel 
9:00 AM   Morning Break WEDNESDAY–Consumer  
9:15 AM   Daily Extras                          Information 
9:30 AM   For Your Information THURSDAY – Pet Pause 
10:00 AM Omaha World-Herald FRIDAY –  On the Road Again 
               & Lincoln Journal Star 3:00 PM  Sports 
12:00 PM  3:30 PM  Health & Medicine 
MONDAY 4:00 PM  Names in the News 
        Department Store Ads 4:30 PM  Wall Street Journal 
TUESDAY 5:00 PM  Regional Newspapers 
        Prime Time Radio MONDAY 
WEDNESDAY                        Council Bluffs Nonpareil 
       Omaha/Council Bluffs TUESDAY 
            Grocery Ads           North Platte Telegraph 
THURSDAY WEDNESDAY 
            Prime Time Radio       Grand Island Independent 
FRIDAY        THURSDAY            
       12:00 Listener’s Corner                Scottsbluff Star-Herald 
       12:30 Viewpoint FRIDAY 
1:00 PM Bookshelf             Norfolk Daily News 
2:00 PM 5:45 PM  Evening Break 
MONDAY- What’s Cooking 6:00 PM  Omaha World-Herald 
TUESDAY-Science/Environment               & Lincoln Journal Star 
WEDNESDAY–Home & Garden    8:00 – 11:00 PM            
THURSDAY–Senior Summary          Repeat of 12 to 3 PM   
FRIDAY–Entertainment Update 11:00 PM  Nostalgia Radio 
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                   Overnight 
                

 
WEEKEND PROGRAMMING 

SATURDAY SUNDAY 
12:00 AM Nostalgia Radio 12:00 AM Nostalgia Radio 
                 Overnight                  Overnight 
7:00 AM   Weekend Edition 7:00 AM   Weekend Edition 
9:00 AM   What’s Cooking 9:00 AM   Good Old Days 
9:30 AM  Entertainment Update 9:30 AM   Consumer Information 
10:00 AM Omaha World-Herald          10:00 AM Omaha World-Herald          
                & Lincoln Journal Star                   & Lincoln Journal Star    
12:00 PM  Afternoon Break 12:00 PM  Afternoon Break 
12:15 PM  Daily Extras 12:15 PM  Daily Extras 
12:30 PM  Children’s Corner 12:30 PM  Children’s Corner 
1:00 PM    Pet Pause 1:00 PM   Good Old Days 
1:30 PM    Mystery Theater 1:30 PM   Nebraska Life 
2:00 PM    Listener’s Corner 2:00 PM   Trips and Travel 
2:30 PM    Viewpoint 2:30 PM   On the Road Again 
3:00 PM    Senior Summary 3:00 PM   Poetry 
3:30 PM    Weekend Radio 3:30 PM   Nostalgia Radio Theater 
4:30 PM Omaha World-Herald          4:30 PM Omaha World-Herald          
            & Lincoln Journal Star                 & Lincoln Journal Star    
6:30 PM   Saturday Night Movie 6:30 PM    Nostalgia Radio  
9:00 PM   Nostalgia Radio                   Overnight 
                 Overnight  

 
All program times are Central Time. 

 
PROGRAM GUIDES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE 

ON CD, CASSETTE AND IN BRAILLE 
 
The Radio Talking Book Network is brought to you with the 
cooperation of KIOS-FM in Omaha, NET radio and television 
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statewide, and with generous contributions from supporters like 
you. 
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Donors {Continued From Page 4}  

Sarah & Betty Canedy, James Cashin, Michael & Marlene 
Casper, Dr. John Chedester, Phyllis & Norman Choat, L.A. & 
Carolyn Christenson, Michael Clausen, Imogene & Wilbur 
Clements, Jeff Cold, Jennifer, Jonathan, & Patrick Connealy, 
Ann Cook, Elizabeth Cook,  Rita Cushenbery, Mark Davis, Dee 
Dawson, Marina Drake, Elvin & Marlene Einsel, Mark & Ann 
Emig, Barbara Epworth, Melvin Epstein, Joe Ernst, Anthony 
Eurek, Bill & Eva Everhart, Estelle Faier, Amy & Todd Feltz, 
Carla Fetch, George Fischer, Louis Fischer, Nancy Flearl, 
Anne Foley, Bob Fullerton, John & Elizabeth Fullerton, Scott 
Fullerton, Theresa Gerritzen, Jack Gibbs, Carolyn Gier, Wayne 
& Sandra Gilsdorf, Polly Goecke, Jan Gorman, Patrick & 
Jocelynn Gray, Sherri Green, Patricia Gromak, Toni Hahn, 
Terry Haney, Mildred Hansen, Sandy Harker, Richard 
Harrington,  Richard Harris, Merle Haward, Mary Henney, 
Genevieve Herfindahl, Philip Hesselink, Don & Jeri Hieb, Lisa 
Hill, C.J. Hohman, Nancy & Bill Holloran, Donna Houghton, 
Phyllis Howatt, Virginia Hunt, Josephine Janousek, Bob & Jean 
Jensen, Sylvia Jess, Carol & Richard Jones, Lee Jones, 
Welton Juilfs, John & Mary Ann Kellogg, Marilee & Bill Kelly, 
Ruth Kelly, Atricia Kenagy, Esther Klemmensen, Richard & 
Norma Koelling, Marilyn Kouma, Eunice Kraft, Ruby Krajicek, 
Collette Kramer, Loretta Krejci, Cecile Krier, Dr. James Krier, 
Jayne Krier, Tommy & Joan Krier, Barbara Kuhn, Glen Lake, 
Pauline Landman, Dave Lang, Sharon Larson, Joanne 
Lempke, Lenora Levin, Robert & Sally Lewis, Judith Lynch, 
Betty Mabon, Sybil Mahan, Dr. Executive Director & Sally 
Malashock, Mel & Sharon Mann, Jason Mance, Mary Marchio, 
Joe Marshall, Jack Martin, Carol Matthies, Ron & Marybelle 
McClellan, Tami Maus, Johannah McAhren, Janet McCrae, 
Tracy McElwee, Delores Meyerhoff, Jeffrey Meyers, Denise 
Michels, Glenn Miller, Rich & Patricia Mollak, Liz Morin, Joe & 
Jan Moritz, Ralph Morocco, Jerry Moskus, Marlene Muenster, 
Jan Murphy, Nadine Nadrchal, Mark Nasser, Vicki Nelson, 
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Evelyn Neve, Mary Noonan, Gayle Paar-Wesson, John 
Phillips, Nancy Pearson-Perry, Robert Peirce, Perry & Chris 
Pellman, Arlene Peterson,  Gary Petersen, Inez Petrie, John & 
Shirley Pflug, Joyce Plautz, Ray Preston, Ruth Priborksy, Judy 
Price, Carol Ravnsborg, Rosemary Ray, Sharon Redding, 
Daniel & Mary Rezac, Marjorie Richardson, M.E. Richardson, 
Idona Richins, Marty Riemenschneider, Flavia Robey, Laura 
Romito,  Lois Rosacker, Carol & Rick Russell, Paul Saeger, 
Barbara Sanks, Larry & Judith Sampier, Chris & Tami 
Saunders, Don & Wanda Schmidt, Lucia Schneider, Ross & 
Denise Scholz, Stephen Schreiner, Velma Schroeder, The 
Seeling Family, Vince Shay, Tom Sheeren, John Shepherd, 
Ruth Sherman, Stan Schleifer, Norma Skjold, Cari Sommer, 
Willard Spech, Karen Stander, Justin Stolen, Ted Strasser, Lyn 
Stuntz, David Sutherland, Doris Sutton, Tracy Swafford, Terry 
& Marilynn Theis, John Thomas, Robert Towers, Kaye 
Travnicek, Gail Trenhaile, Deborah Trivitt, Bette Trumble, Viola 
Tusha, Eunice Underwood, Don Van Moorlegham,  P.L. Van 
Zandt, Gladys Vermillion, Tom Vitamvas, Lois Voss, Colleen 
Wachter, Jeffrey Wainwright,  Sarah Watson, Steve Wehrbein, 
J.C. Welch, Linda & Mike Wendel, Don Whitney, Dan & 
Pauline Wilcox, Roger & Sally Wilhelm, Laurie Williams 
(Salonen), Esther Williamson, Ron & Fran Witt, Patsy 
Woodworth, Delores Wolsleben, John Wurm, Ron Wystrom, 
Annette & Irvin Yaffe, John & Sara Young, Thomas Young, 
Ron & Fran Witt, Robert Zlab 
Gifts in Honor of:  Mr. & Mrs. Robert Anderson, Gloria 
Armstrong and her dedication to Radio Talking Book, Red & 
Esther Bechtel, Sarah Bogatz, Dorothy Carter, Mr. & Mrs. 
Gerald Christiansen, Imogene & Wilbur Clements 
grandchildren: John, Mary Grace and Julia Clements & 
Elizabeth Ann Waters and Isam Itson IV. Eloise Craft, Dr. & 
Mrs. Thomas Gensler, Helen Hornik, Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Hayes, 
Dr. David Ingvoldstad & staff, Jack, Charlie & Graham,  Dr. & 
Mrs. William Karrer, Mr. & Mrs. Carl Mammel,  Victor 
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Mashbein’s Purple Heart, Janet McCrae, William G. Meyers, 
Patricia McWhorter, Jan Murphy, Marge Watter’s 80

th
 Birthday, 

Movie Night, Nick, Jack & Sam, Thomas Petrie, Ruth 
Priborsky, Patricia Quarles, Evelyn Rosenstein, Mr. & Mrs. 
William Scott, Dick Zlab, Dick Zlab’s Birthday, Dick Zlab’s 
Retirement. All who help the blind and disabled, all who 
suffered and still do,  all of those who can’t see. 
Gifts in Memory of:  Ruth Weerts Allen, Jack & Sheila 
Brownrigg, Larry Burkhart, Elizabeth Campbell, Eloise Craft, 
Donald Cushenbery, Ann Davis, Joan Valentine Kennedy 
Davis, Lucille Dunlavy, Lois Epstein, Robert Faier, Bernice 
Falk, Craig & Marian Fullerton,  Donald Goldsberry – Sybil 
Mahan’s father, Myrna Grayson, Wayne Grayson, Art Grell, 
David Hallis, Edward Harrington, Charlotte Horner, Paul Kelly, 
Shirley Kulakotsky, Lou Kramer, Lorraine Kral, Jim Krier, 
Marge Krier, David Lake, Urdine Lancaster, Morey Landman, 
Marilou Lawson, Robert L. Lewis, O.A. & Violet Mann, Elaine 
McCrae, James McKenzie, Phyllis J. Mollak, Sterling Moritz, 
John Muenster, Leona Nadrchal, Sr., Andrea Otness, La Von 
“Pete” & Kay Petersen, Dr. Thomas Petrie, Frank Priborsky, 
Joseph Ruzicka, Winifride Shay, Louise Shemek, Marjorie 
Swanda, James M. Tibbitts, Isabelle & Albert Trobough,   Alice 
Wagoner, Leo Weckerlin, Georgia Wheeler, Mae Wittwer, 
Audrey Wright-Anderson, Dick Zlab 
 

My Gift to Radio Talking Book Service 
Contributor’s Name _______________________________________ 
Street Address ____________________________________________ 
City _______________________________ State____Zip___________ 
             Amount______________              Date___________________ 
My gift is: In Honor of ______________________________________ 
                In Memory of ______________________________________ 

Please Notify ____ ________________________________ 
Street Address __________________________________ 
City________________________State____Zip_________ 

Radio Talking Book Service  7101 Newport Ave Suite #205 Omaha, NE 68152 
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Radio Talking Book Service 
7101 Newport Ave. #205 Omaha, NE 68152 
(402) 572-3003 
(800) 729-7826 
www.rtbs.org 
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RTBS Board Members 

Tom Vitamvas, Chair 
Bill Orester, Vice Chair 
Glendora Weiland, Treasurer 
Dr. Dean Francis Arkfeld 
Dr. Mark Emig 
Don Hieb 
Dave Lang 
Douglas Lederer 
Joe Seda 
Deb Trivitt 
                 

  

RTBS Staff 

John Fullerton, 
   Executive Director 
Paul Stebbins, 
   Station Manager 
Sybil Mahan,  
     Volunteer Coordinator 
Shirley Allen, 
    Bookkeeper/Announcer 
Kirby Warren, Announcer 
Joe Marshall, 
     Office Manager 
Joanne Boyer 
     Office Assistant 

 

http://www.rtbs.org/
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